ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK

Description:  Students are placed into groups of 3s or 4s to read an assigned textbook section or article. While reading they are asked to highlight or place sticky notes to mark key words and important points in the text. Then they work with their group to identify/share significant points, new learning/insights, main idea(s), and questions they may still have. They are discussing and preparing themselves to be experts on this particular text section or article. Finally, they organize and prepare this information for presentation to the rest of the class. This strategy gives students a purpose for reading, involves collaboration, and provides and opportunity for presentation. Students could be all assigned a different section to read or all read the same section.

How To: 

· Review guidelines for highlighting text, marking text with sticky notes before beginning, use a text and model this.

· I know that important information is often found in the first and last lines of each paragraph.

· I need to notice titles/topics/subtopics and remember to look for any information that addresses them.

· I know that italicized words or bolded word are usually important.

· I have to remember to weed out details that are only interesting vs. essential.

· I need to pay attention to cue words, such as: for instance, in fact, in conclusion, most important, etc., because these cues are usually followed by important information.

· I need to notice what surprises me because that is often a signal that I am learning something new and important.

· I need to remember that no more than half of any paragraph should be highlighted. Otherwise, I’ve probably included nonessential information. (Ideally, one-third is a better measure for highlighting.)

· The strategy will need to be modeled first to students using the Think Aloud technique.

· Read article aloud first with students.

· Think aloud as you read the text, stopping places to share your thinking.

· Mark on text/sticky notes to show key words, important points, thinking, etc.

· Determine from notes what you will record on graphic organizer.

· Tell students they will now read an article and go through the same process that you just modeled. 

· As students share with group you will need to walk around and make sure they are on the right track.

· Make sure students agree and record the same things on their graphic organizer.

· Students may then present to the class what they learned using visual aids.

· After presentations have students in pairs or as whole group evaluate how this activity helped them learn the materials.

